
   
   

  
    

  
 

   

   
  

    

    
   

       
     

       
     

   

        
       

      
         

     
   

      
         

        

Resources
Check out accessibility 
resources on our website! 

Recruitment
Interested in research? 
Click to find which 
projects are recruiting 
research participants!

Archive
Want more tech news? 
View past editions. 

Subscribe
Click to join our newsletter! 

Inaugural Winners of the
Interprofessional Education Seed Awards

We are thrilled to share that “Using Mainstream 
Smart Technology as Assistive Technology: An 
Interdisciplinary Course” was selected as one of the 
winning projects in the inaugural Interprofessional 
Education Seed Awards! 

The project, led by RERC PhD student Tesla Knight, 
aims to provide School of Health and Rehabilitation 
Sciences (SHRS) students with the knowledge and 
skills needed to train their clients on how to use 
mainstream smart technologies (MST) to increase 
health, participation, and safety. 

Congratulations to Tesla Knight, Paola Esquivel, Dan 
Ding, and Lindsey Morris from RST, as well as Katya 
Hill from CSD, and Avital Isenberg from OT! Learn
more.

https://www.shrs.pitt.edu/news/congratulations-winners-inaugural-shrs-interprofessional-education-seed-awards
https://www.shrs.pitt.edu/news/congratulations-winners-inaugural-shrs-interprofessional-education-seed-awards
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/resources
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ifT5nqDg606HzDpSYRL9DTO3Y1mRt5tMoJ9A2JUbeThUQjZaTjRIM1dVVDJHVDFPRlQ1VVdYMjIzRi4u
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/news1/newsletter-archive
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/recruitment


   
    

         
      
       

       
      

      
     

     
     

    
    

     
     

   
   

     
     

       
      

    
    

     
   

         
              

          
             

Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) 
Spring Speaker Series Event Recap 

We want to thank the FFB for inviting us to 
present and connect with the community by 
sharing the latest in mainstream wireless tech 
for individuals with low vision and blindness on 
Saturday, May 20, at the Monroeville Public 
Library. Lindsey Morris, OTD, OTR/L, and S. 
Andrea Sundaram, MA, shared tech resources 
that can help promote independence and 
participation. You can learn more about 
smartphone and smart home accessibility 
resources under our External Resources. 

The Wireless RERC presented "Smart Home 
Technology for People with Disabilities" at 

the Singapore Assistive Technology 
Conference on May 21. 

Grant Awarded to Develop Open Online 
Smart Home Tech as AT Course 

Center director, Dan Ding, PhD., was one 
of four recipients chosen to receive the 

provost’s Open Online Short Course 
Development Grant for "Harnessing the 
Potential of Smart Home Technology for 

Assistive Technology." Learn more. 

What New Accessibility Features Can You Expect From iOS 17? 

Apple announced a range of new accessibility features coming to iPhone and iPad later this 
year. The features include "Assistive Access" designed to support cognitive accessibility, 
along with Live Speech, Personal Voice, and Point and Speak in Magnifier. Learn more. 

View past editions at:
wirelessrerc.pitt.edu 

https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/resources/external-resources
https://www.utimes.pitt.edu/news/five-faculty-awarded
https://9to5mac.com/2023/05/16/apple-ios-17-accessibility-features/
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu


   
         

        
          

           
          

       
          

          

    
  

      
     

      
     

      
  

    
   

       
         

      
       
        

   

       
               

        
        

      

Amazon’s Latest Matter Update
Amazon's fourth-gen Echo smart speaker is now a Thread 
Border Router and second-gen smart speakers (Echo Plus, 
Echo Dot, and Echo) are now Matter compatible. The Alexa 
iOS app also now works with Matter which should make it 
easier to connect any device to your smart home. Learn more.

More Access to Alexa: Four New Echo Devices
Amazon unveiled four new Echo devices that make it even 
easier to access Alexa at home and on-the go. Learn more.

Top 9 Announcements from
Google I/O 2023

Google’s I/O keynote was packed with 
announcements, including three new Pixel 
devices, the revamped Google Home app, 
and multiple new AI advancements 
including the launch of Bard for 
everyone. Learn more.

What Does Matter's First
Update Mean for You?

Although the first big Matter update was 
just bug fixes and tweaks, the CSA will now 
do twice-yearly updates (next coming this 
fall), which they intend new features and 
new device types to be supported with that 
release. Learn more.

More Matter Devices in More Categories Now Available
If you're looking to upgrade devices, or are just starting to create a smart home that 

works together, Reviewed has a helpful list of 11 Matter-Enabled Devices. Learn more. 
You can also add these three recent products to the list:

Yale Lock Matter Version YeeLight Pro Bridge Onvis Matter Smart Plug

Send Your Tech News to: 
ASK179@pitt.edu 

View past editions at:
wirelessrerc.pitt.edu 

https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/
http://youtube.com/channel/UCqyj0z1zQ_ScI73gucBNIcQ
http://tiktok.com/@pittwirelessrerc
http://linkedin.com/company/wireless-tech-rerc
http://facebook.com/PittWirelessRERC
https://twitter.com/PittWRERC
https://instagram.com/pittwirelessrerc
https://wirelessrerc.pitt.edu/
https://www.theverge.com/2023/5/2/23707900/amazon-matter-smart-home-thread-support
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/devices/new-amazon-echo-devices-echo-buds-echo-pop?utm_source=amazonnewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=051723&utm_term=devicesannouncementecho
mailto:ask179@pitt.edu
https://www.theverge.com/23718158/google-io-2023-biggest-announcements-ai-pixel-fold-tablet-android-14
https://www.theverge.com/2023/5/18/23728495/matter-releases-1dot1-smart-home-standard
https://homekitnews.com/2022/12/30/matter-module-for-yale-assure-locks-announced/
https://9to5mac.com/2023/05/23/yeelight-releases-matter-upgrade-for-yeelight-pro-bridge-to-unlock-homekit-compatibility/
https://homekitnews.com/2023/05/05/onvis-announce-us-version-of-its-matter-over-thread-smart-plug/
https://reviewed.usatoday.com/smarthome/features/matter-smart-home-devices-to-buy



